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Course Syllabus

Course Objectives

· Increase students’ literary analytical abilities
· Enhance perception of language, both figurative and literal
· Improve students’ vocabulary and analogy skills
· Reinforce study skills
· Fulfill the prescriptive program set forth by the IB office
· Prepare students for IB testing
· Expose students to a wide variety of great literature
· Improve students’ writing skills
Course Outline

Students will analyze literary features such as plot, character, setting, theme, point-of-view, figurative language and style when reading the following works.

Required Texts
Semester I


Essays of E. B. White, E. B. White
            Othello, William Shakespeare - Folger Library edition recommended

Poetry of Robert Frost, Robert Frost
Semester II


Beloved, Toni Morrison

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte


The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood


Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton
Written Assignments



All written work, including rough drafts, must be double-spaced and written in blue or black ink on loose-leaf paper. Final drafts and all homework must be in MLA style,  typed and double-spaced in size 12 Times New Roman font.

Writing assignments will be graded to reflect the quality of the paper as a whole. Emphasis is placed on four areas: content- the originality of critical though and insight into the literary work(s); style- diction, tone, voice and variety of sentence structure; mechanics- spelling, punctuation and grammar; and structure- the organizational pattern of the paper. 

Journals: Journals will contain personal responses to specific passages and questions related to the works read in class. The assignments help to generate class discussion and serve as a springboard for in-class essay writing. It is imperative that they are completed thoroughly, with as much thought as possible. The grading of journals is based on completion, organization, and utilization of critical thinking and individual response. The journals need not be as formal as other required writing, but they must be typed. 

All out-of-class assignments, written or oral, must include a WORKS CITED page, or they will be given a grade of 0!
Required Materials

The following materials must be with you in class every day that we meet:

Assigned literature book!!! Not having your book will adversely affect your grade.


Composition book - this will be your English notebook.


Loose-leaf notebook paper


Pens with blue or black ink


Number 2 pencils


Highlighters or colored pencils

Passes to Leave Class 

Students should attempt to take care of all of their personal business in between classes, at lunch, during coaching, or outside of school hours. If a student has a medical problem and needs to leave the room frequently, please provide a doctor’s note; allowances will be made.

Classroom Rules

Follow the Students Code of Conduct. 

Respect others and yourself. 

Be IN your seat WHEN the bell rings. 

Bring your book and materials to class every day. 

Work to your full potential. 

Stay informed and organized. 

Turn your work in before the deadlines.

Make up missed work promptly.

Never talk during a test or quiz until everyone is finished. Talking during a test is cause for a disciplinary referral.

Sit still, be quiet, and listen when the teacher or a classmate is addressing the class. Disrupting classroom discourse is a cause for disciplinary referral.

            Take responsibility for your academic career.
Grades

The following assignments will be used to generate grades: 


Formal critical essays and commentaries


Oral presentations


Participation in class discussions


Journals


Reading quizzes and vocabulary tests


Group work


Outside reading and research

Students are strongly encouraged to keep track of their own grades. Grades will be posted on Portal. 

Late Work

In order to receive full credit, an assignment must be fully completed before the class period in which it is due.  Each day (not session) that an assignment is late, one letter grade is deducted. Aftrer two sessions the grade will be a zero.
Make-Up Work

If a student is absent or suspended, the arrangement for make-up work is the student’s responsibility!!! Make-up tests may be scheduled at the teacher’s convenience during of after school. If a student is absent on a due date, the assignment should be turned in upon your return to school, regardless of whether you have my class that day. Please note, if you return to class on the day an assignment is due, and that assignment was prior knowledge, you must turn in the work on that day. Likewise, if you return on a test day that was previously announced, you will be required to take the test. If there are extenuating circumstances, please see me as soon as possible to discuss alternatives. 

A Note on Plagiarism and Cheating

To plagiarize is to present another person’s words or ideas as if they were your own. Cheating is the giving or receiving of test information before, during or after test administration. This includes A day relating test information to B day students. Both of these are serious offences and will not be tolerated. Any violation of the class honor code will result in a zero on the assignment with no possibility of a make-up, referral to Dr. Corace, and possible academic probation.  Students may use reference material, but credit must be given to the referenced author. See me if there are any questions regarding the documentation of sources. Papers will be randomly submitted to a search engine that checks for plagiarism. Every student will complete an on-line tutorial about plagiarism.
